Public confidence has already been undermined in the National Health Service's care.data programme in England, which will integrate medical records into a database for health-care and research purposes (Nature 507, 7; 2014). We suggest that the UK government's decision to limit release of the data should be the start of a process to develop public trust in large-scale health research, not an end to it.
Care.data first needs to provide more information to the public about how medical records will be used. Openness and clarity are essential. For example, the UK Health and Social Care Information Centre (which manages the data) can currently share pseudonymized data with 'such persons and in such form and manner … as it considers appropriate': these choices should be fully explained to the public.
A proposed amendment to the Health and Social Care Act 2012 might narrow this discretion so that data can be shared only for 'the promotion of health'. But even this is open to wide interpretation.
Formal regulation is only one way to reassure the public. Another is to use online interfaces that allow research participants to access information and to set consent preferences (J. Kaye et al. Eur. J. Hum. Genet., in the press Ecology must seek universal principles I disagree with your advice to stop searching for universal principles in ecology (Nature 507, 139-140; 2014) . It is fortunate that Darwin held no such view. And in this era of big data, big theories are still needed -even in ecology.
The "caveats and exceptions" in existing theory, which you imply scuttle efforts to build better theory, are the very foundation for improvement. This is how science progresses; ecology is no exception.
You recommend that "ecologists should embrace the non-predictive side of their science", but prediction is part of what distinguishes science from other worthwhile endeavours; it enables us to strengthen and refine our understanding.
Using the wolves in Yellowstone National Park as an example to support your view is ironic. Top-down trophic control in multispecies populations is not a theory: it is an oversimplified conceptual model -a good story that is known to apply sometimes. It remains to be seen whether a unified theory of trophic, competitive and facilitative interactions among species can be achieved, but ecologists should not be advised to give up now. 
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